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1. Preamble and Context

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 emphasizes experiential, inquiry-
based, and discovery-oriented learning as a fundamental shift in pedagogical
approach . Swami Ramanand Teerth Marathwada University (SRTMU), Nanded,
has adopted the NEP 2020 framework from the academic year 2024-25
through the Common Credit Framework approved by the Faculty, Academic

Council, and Management Council of the University .

This policy provides comprehensive guidelines for the 4-credit Field
Project to be undertaken by UG Third Year students, as per the NEP 2020
curriculum and the Maharashtra Government circulars dated 20th May 2023
and 13th March 2024 . The Field Project is a curricular component designed to
expose students to field-based learning and practical applications of

theoretical knowledge in their discipline .



2. Legal and Statutory Framework

Authority Provision/Reference
National Education Policy (NEP) Experiential learning, field-based practices, and
2020 skill development

Maharashtra Government GR, 20

Implementation of NEP 2020 in State Universities
May 2023

Maharashtra Government GR, 13th

Credit Framework for UG Programme
March 2024

UGC Guidelines for Internships and o ) o
. . Experiential learning and creditization framework
Field Projects

SRTMU Common Credit

Field Project as a mandatory component
Framework (NEP Booklet)

3. Scope and Applicability
This policy applies to:

All UG students enrolled in the Third Year (Semester V) under the NEP 2020
framework

All Departments and Colleges affiliated to SRTMU offering UG programmes

All supervisors/mentors assigned to guide Field Projects

The 4-credit Field Project component as specified in the SRTMU Credit

Framework




4. Credit Framework and Duration

4.1 Credit Allocation

Semester

Component

Credits Student Learning Hours

Semester V

Field Project

4 Credits 120 hours

4.2 Workload Commitment

Activity Type

Hours per Credit

Total for 4 Credits

Field-based learning activities

30 hours per credit

120 hours

Preparation

activities  (project

proposal, literature review, etc.)

Included

Part of 120 hours

Report writing and independent

study

Included

Part of 120 hours

Source: NEP 2020 Credit Framework; Fergusson College Field Project

Guidelines; UGC norms

Note: 1 credit = 30 hours of student engagement .

5. Learning Outcomes of Field Project

At the conclusion of the Field Project, students will be able to:

Outcome

Learning Outcome
Code

Identify and formulate a field-based research problem in their
co1

discipline

Conduct literature review and assess the strengths, weaknesses,
Cco2

opportunities, and challenges (SWOC) of the field project




Outcome

Learning Outcome

Code

Design appropriate data collection instruments and collect data
cos through field methods
Cco4 Analyze and interpret data to arrive at meaningful findings

Write a comprehensive field project report with conclusions and
€os recommendations

Apply soft skills such as time management, communication,
€08 teamwork, and scientific temperament
o7 Correlate theoretical classroom learning with practical field

applications

6. Structure and Implementation

6.1 Types of Field Projects

Type Description Examples
' ] Environmental surveys,
Primary data collection|
. | biodiversity
Field Study from natural or social , ,
, documentation, geological
settings )
mapping
Water quality assessment,
Community-Based Engagement with local | health awareness surveys,
Project communities agricultural practices

study

Industrial/Organizational | Study of industrial or

Soil testing for agriculture,

quality assessment of local

Project business processes
produce
o o Ecological studies,
. Scientific inquiry with field ) _
Research-Based Project astronomical observations,

data

environmental monitoring




6.2 Timeline and Schedule

Phase Activity Duration Deliverable
Topic  Selection  and
Phase 1 2 weeks Research proposal
Proposal
Literature Review and Literature review
Phase 2 2 weeks
Methodology document
Field Work and Data ) )
Phase 3 ] 4-6 weeks Field diary/logbook
Collection
Data Analysis and Report
Phase 4 » 2 weeks Draft report
Writing
Final  Submission and Final report and
Phase 5 ] 1 week .
Presentation presentation

Note: Field Projects should be spread over the semester or at least a period of

4-6 weeks .

6.3 Supervision and Batch Size

Parameter Specification

Batch Size Maximum 15 students per supervisor

3-4 students per group (individual project allowed only

Group Size ) ) o

with prior permission)
Supervisor Full-time faculty member of the department/college
Supervision Load Maximum 20 students per supervisor per session

7. Roles and Responsibilities

7.1 Student Responsibilities

1. Select a field project topic in consultation with the supervisor

2. Prepare and submit a project proposal with clear objectives and methodology



3. Actively participate in all phases of field work and data collection

4. Maintain a Field Diary / Logbook recording daily activities, observations, and
progress

5. Attend regular progress review meetings with the supervisor

6. Submit a comprehensive Field Project Report within the stipulated time

7. Present the findings in a seminar/presentation before the evaluation committee

8. Ensure originality of work and comply with academic integrity norms
7.2 Supervisor/Mentor Responsibilities

1. Guide students in topic selection, planning, and execution

2. Check the scope of the field project and approve the proposal

3. Ensure ethical and safety standards are maintained during fieldwork
4. Review weekly progress and provide constructive feedback

5. Monitor and verify the Field Diary/Logbook

6. Evaluate reports and presentations as per the assessment criteria

7. Ensure originality of work and proper documentation

7.3 Department Responsibilities

1. Allocate supervisors to students

2. Constitute Evaluation Panel for assessment
3. Ensure availability of necessary resources and facilities
4. Maintain records of all field projects

5. Organize orientation programmes for students



8. Field Project Report Format

8.1 Report Structure

Section Description

Title, Student Name, Roll Number, Supervisor Name,
Title Page

Course, Semester, Year

From supervisor certifying satisfactory completion and
Certificate

originality

Declaration by Student

Declaration of original work

Acknowledgement

Abstract

Summary of the project (200-300 words)

Table of Contents

With page numbers

List of Figures and Tables

Chapter 1: Introduction

Background, problem statement, objectives, scope

Chapter 2: Literature Review

Review of previous studies and research gap

Chapter 3: Methodology

Field approach, methods, data collection instruments

Chapter 4: Analysis and Findings

Data presentation, analysis, interpretation

Chapter 5: Conclusion and

Recommendations

Key findings, suggestions

References / Bibliography

Sources cited

Appendices

Questionnaires, raw data, photographs, etc.

8.2 Formatting Guidelines

Parameter Specification

Paper Size A4

Font Times New Roman, Size 12

Line Spacing 1.5

Binding Hard-bound copy (recommended)

Page Volume

Minimum 30-40 pages




9. Assessment and Evaluation

9.1 Evaluation Pattern

Component Weightage Marks
Internal Assessment 40 % 40
External Assessment 60 % 60
Total 100 % 100

9.2 Internal Assessment (40 Marks)

Sr. Marks
No. Criteria
1 Topic Understanding and Proposal - Clarity on purpose and scope 10
2 Methodology - Appropriateness and rigor in data collection 10
3 Field Diary/Logbook - Regular entries and activity records 05
4 Active Participation and Execution - Timeliness, teamwork, 05
innovation
5 Weekly Progress Reports - Regularity and quality of updates 10
Total : 40
9.3 External Assessment (60 Marks)
Sr. No. Criteria Marks
1 Field Project Report - Presentation, accuracy, depth of analysis 30
5 Final Presentation - Clarity, confidence, ability to answer 15
questions
3 Viva Voce - Understanding of project methodology and findings 15
Total : 60




9.4 Passing Requirements

Requirement

Specification

Minimum Overall

40% in the course

Independent Passing

Minimum 40% separately in Internal and External assessment

Plagiarism

Similarity index must be less than 30% (as per UGC norms)

10. Plagiarism and Academic Integrity

1. All Field Project reports must be checked for plagiarism using

approved anti-plagiarism software

2. The maximum acceptable similarity index shall be 30% (as per

UGC norms)

3. Reports exceeding the limit must be revised and resubmitted

4. Persistent violation may lead to rejection of the project report

5. The supervisor must certify the originality of the work

11. Ethical Considerations

1. Where field projects involve human or environmental subjects:

2. Informed consent must be obtained from participants (if applicable)

3. Confidentiality and privacy of participants must be ensured

4. Environmental ethics must be maintained during fieldwork

5. Safety protocols must be followed during field visits

10




12. Documents Required for Submission

Sr.No. | Document

1 Certificate from Supervisor — Certifying satisfactory completion and originality
2 Declaration by Student — Declaring original work

3 Anti-Plagiarism Certificate — Similarity index less than 30%

4 Field Diary/Logbook — Signed by supervisor

13. Submission Schedule

ltem Timeline

Project Proposal Beginning of Semester V

Progress Report | Mid of Semester V

Progress Report Il End of Semester V (pre-final)

Final Report Submission As per university examination schedule
Presentation and Viva Voce As per department/college schedule

14. Implementation and Review

Aspect Responsibility

Overall Implementation Dean, All Faculties

Supervision Allocation Head of Department / Principal of College
Examination Conduct Controller of Examinations / Respective Department
Policy Review Academic Council (as and when required)

11




15. References

1. Swami Ramanand Teerth Marathwada University, Nanded — Common

Credit Framework for UG Programmes under NEP 2020

2. Maharashtra Government Circulars dated 20th May 2023 and 13th
March 2024

3. Fergusson College (Autonomous), Pune — Guidelines for Field Project
under NEP-2020 for T.Y. B.Sc.

4. UGC Guidelines for Internship and Research Internship for
Undergraduate Students

5. National Education Policy (NEP) 2020

16. Amendments

This policy may be reviewed and amended as necessary to remain in
compliance with the directives of the UGC, State Government, and other

statutory bodies.

Approved by:

Academic Council Management Council

Swami Ramanand Teerth Marathwada | Swami Ramanand Teerth Marathwada

University, Nanded University, Nanded

Date of Approval:

Version: 1.0

Prepared by:
NEP Implementation Cell / Academic Section

Swami Ramanand Teerth Marathwada University, Nanded.
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